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Ralph Wefel HM360 Restoration
Long-time FLEA enthusiast Ralph WEFEL, constructor of
US HM360 #1, and Adam SMITH from the EAA have donated to the HMS Foundation Ralph's plane for noted FLEA
builder Julius JUNGE to restore after many years in EAA
storage.
Ralph's plane traveled from Brodhead to Texas in 2003.
She survived untouched one airport move and one tornado
ripping the hangar roof off. Indiana FLEA enthusiast Joe
TRAVIS provided a "new" engine". Julius carved a new prop
and hand-fabricated a new nose bowl. The wings were in
great shape and only required repainting. The original "taildragger" gear had to be re-fabricated.
Ralph's plane will return to Brodhead in 2005 in "brand
new" shape.
More photos on page 4
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BOB WHITTIER–EAA
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE
EAA
AVIATION
CENTER,
OSHKOSH, Wis. - (Nov. 2, 2004) Eight people who contributed
greatly to the world of flight are
being honored by the Experimental
Aircraft Association (EAA) as the
newest members of the EAA-affiliated Halls of Fame. The group will
be inducted on Friday, Nov. 5, during a program at the EAA Aviation
Center at Oshkosh, Wis.
Bob Whittier and the late Pete
Bowers are being inducted into the
EAA Homebuilders' Hall of Fame;
Betty Stewart and the late Dorothy
Hester are becoming the newest
members of the International Aerobatic Club (IAC) Hall of Fame, while
Howard Pardue joins those in the
EAA Warbirds of America Hall of
Fame. In addition, Espie "Butch"
Joyce is joining the Vintage Aircraft
Association Hall of Fame, while the
EAA Ultralight Hall of Fame is
inducting both Klaus Hill and Bert
Howland posthumously.
"Each of these eight people has
made a unique contribution to the
world of flight," said EAA President
Tom Poberezny. "Those of us active
in aviation today recognize their
commitment and passion for fly-

Bob Whittier
ing. These inductees represent the best
that recreational aviation has to offer
and serve as an example for everyone
involved in flying. We are honored to
welcome them as our newest inductees
to the EAA Halls of Fame."
Members of EAA and EAA Divisions
nominated the inductees. The final
selection was made by the Board of
Directors of each group. Nominees
were considered for their contributions
to the history, development and growth
of a particular facet of sport aviation.

The IAC Hall of Fame was founded
in 1987, while the Homebuilders'
Hall of Fame was founded in 1993
and the Warbirds of America Hall of
Fame in 1995. The Vintage Aircraft
Association Hall of Fame was created in 1993, while 1999 was the inaugural year for the Ultralight Hall of
Fame. EAA is the world's leading
recreational aviation organization,
with 170,000 members and 1,000
local Chapters. For more information on EAA and its programs, call
1-800-JOIN-EAA (1-800-564-6322)
or explore EAA's World Wide Web
site (www.eaa.org).
Bob Whittier: Whittier (EAA#
1235) is a mainstay of EAA's publications. Despite a childhood illness
that robbed him of his hearing, he
authored 2,500 articles and 10
books on a wide range of topics.
Whittier began writing for the original Experimenter magazine (now
EAA Sport Aviation) in the 1950s
and still contributes to EAA Sport
Pilot & Light-Sport Aircraft magazine.
For more information on the
inductees visit the web site at
www.eaa.org/communications/
eaanews/pr/041102_hof.html.

Gilbert Landray
This is the first part of a several part series which will
be continued in future publications.
The most prolific and original Flying-Flea designer
after Henri Mignet and Emilien Croses is without doubt
Gilbert Landray, who left us in August.
On behalf of its readers, Pou-Renew presents its
deepest sympathies to his son Etienne-Claude, to his
daughter Isabelle and to his numerous friends.
Gilbert Landray was born in June 1919, the day the
Treaty of Versailles was signed, ending WWI. Starting in
his early childhood, he had a passion for aviation. One

such momentous aviation childhood memory was his
experience and recounting of the arrival of Lindbergh at
Paris-Le Bourget Airport in 1927.
After specialized training in mechanics at school, he
worked as a mechanic in a barge building yard in
Crosne, about 30 miles South of Paris, where his family
house was located. Except during the WWII period, he
resided in this house until the age of 81.
In 1936, a small airfield was set up close to his place
and the Villeneuve-Saint Georges Flying Club was
Continued on page 6
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See HM8 material
http://jolly.roger.free.fr/
Almanach1932.htm
Much More Material on Web site!

NEW POU WEB SITES:

http://perso.wanadoo.fr/aircollection/essais.htm
http://www.avion.ch/hm8/

HM-8 Seaplane
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“Ralph Wefel HM360 Restoration,” by Julius Junge

Louse–Of–The–Sky Seaplane built in Tahiti
Did you know there already had been a Louse-of-Sky
seaplane in Tahiti before that of Jacques Arnould?
Maurice Garsault pleasantly transmitted to me an
extract of the book of Patrick O Reilly, Tahiti and Aviation which was sent to him by Jacques Arnould. One
reads there that engineer Pierre Challier was its builder.
Challier arrived in Tahiti in 1935 and shortly before his
departure from Paris he learned of Henri Mignet.
During his long voyage by steamer, he decided to
build an HM-14. He bought materials necessary for his
project while passing to Cristobal and unloaded in Tahiti at the end of March 1935 with its fuselage already finished. (How many of us could have built their plane on

a steamer on its way to the Southern Pacific?) Arriving at
Tahiti he noted that there is no runway or track of takeoff and decides to put the HM-14 on floats. Those Ci
were drawn by legendary Alain Gerbaut, the singlehanded sailor. A Poinsard engine ordered in France is
blocked in Marseilles by fear of a possible use by the
Spanish revolutionists.
The Louse-of-the-Sky was thus tested like a sailplane,
towed by a fast boat above the lagoon. Tests were satisfactory, but plywood floats were unsuitable. Put on wheels,
the apparatus carried out tests on the wet sand of the
beaches in 1940. Because of a lack of a suitable engine,
sadly the Challier seaplane was never known to fly.
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EAA offers aid to Yankee Air Museum Staff

Picture above are photos of airplanes at the Yankee Air Museum in Ypsilanti, Michigan before the fire.
On October 9, 2004 the Yankee Air Museum in Ypsilanti, Michigan was destroyed by fire. The HM290 built
by DUANE ROCK along with 8 other planes were destroyed.
You may recall that two pictures of DUANE's flea taken during the "Rockford Days" were in a recent issue
of the POU.

October 11, 2004 - EAA officials have offered the organization's assistance to the Yankee Air Museum near
Ypsilanti, Mich., after a fast-moving fire destroyed the
museum and most of its collection on Saturday evening.
Although the museum structure, constructed in 1941,
and several airplanes were destroyed, fortunately three
prize airworthy aircraft - a B-17, B-25 and C-47 - were
taken out of the main hangar before they could be damaged.
EAA AirVenture Museum director Adam Smith spoke
with Yankee Air Force museum director Jon Stevens,
immediately offering the museum leadership any support that EAA could provide.
"This is, of course, devastating news to all of us
involved in aviation preservation," Smith said. "The
Yankee Air Force group has been a staunch supporter of
EAA and Warbirds of America activities in support of our
mission to preserve aviation's heritage. We sympathize
with their loss, which is also a loss for all aviation enthusiasts, and will provide what assistance we can."

The Yankee Air Force had brought all three of those airworthy aircraft to the EAA AirVenture fly-in at various
times over the past several years.
Fortunately, no one was injured in Saturday's blaze
that, according to the Ann Arbor (Mich.) News, could be
seen from as far as 10 miles away. The three airplanes
that were saved were moved away from the hangar by a
B-25 flight crew, which had just returned from a flight
with that restored aircraft.
Sadly, the museum's building, library and archives,
and maintenance facility were lost in the blaze. The
museum was founded in 1981 and according to news
reports, was in the midst of a $5.5 million capital campaign to construct about a dozen buildings. Stevens has
said that the museum will be rebuilt.
Additional updates as to reconstruction plans or
needs will be provided as information is released. The
Yankee Air Force web site is available at
http://www.yankeeairmuseum.org.
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See Neal Willford’s
Flying Flea Designs article in
November 2004
EAA’s Sport Aviation.
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Web sites to check out!
Jerome Falc’s Vintage Fleas:
http://jolly.roger.free.fr/Vintage.htm
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/
aircollection/index.htm
http://www.pouduciel.com/

Landray – Continued from page 2

created. Quite a revelation for Gilbert!
His first aviation activity was building models. Then,
he took his first flying lessons on a Potez 60, a sturdy 60
HP parasol tandem two-seater. It was also the golden
period of the Flying-Flea. Three or four of them where
parked on Crosne Airfield, and others were landing
there from time to time. Crosne is not far from Orly's
airport, where Henri Mignet was famous for his numerous flying demonstrations. In Meaux, 50 miles from
Orly, Mignet created his Flying-Flea building company
on the newly opened airfield. At the same period of
time, Gilbert Landray taught himself to fly on the HM14 of the Lambert brothers.
The war broke out in 1939 when he was 20. In June
1940, he was seriously injured during the battle of
Abbeville in the North of France where there was fierce
resistance to the German attack and he was evacuated
to a military hospital in the South of France. After the
1940 Armistice, as he was in the non-occupied zone of
France and was still a soldier, he could not go back
home. He was not far from La Montagne Noire, "the
black mountain", a famous place for glider flying.
There, he flew some of his models and from time to
time could also make some real flights in gliders. During one of his leaves, as he could not go and see his parents in occupied France, he went to Algiers where his
uncle and his aunt were living. He was close to being
discharged from the army when the Americans landed
in North Africa, on November 11, 1942. He joined the
Free French Army and participated in the liberation of
Tunisia and France and the invasion of Germany. Like
Rodolphe Grunberg, Gilbert Landray was a war hero. It
was only in 1945 that he could go back to Crosne to see
at last his house and his parents. Gilbert had met his
future wife, Colette in Tunis. They were married in 1946
and had two children, Itienne-Claude and Isabelle.
Helped by his wife, in 1947 he started a machine
shop. There, in addition to general mechanics, he made
small engines for model aircraft, sold under the brand
name Sirocco. As Crosne was close to Orly, the expanding and most important Paris airport at the time, the
Crosne Airport was closed.
To be continued

It seems that the RSA is on the way up
again.They are starting a new site:
www.rsafrance.com/
www.popularaviation.com/
FlyingFlea
www.letambourin.com/avion_
micro_mignet.htm

HIPEC® FLEXIBLE FINISHES
for Fabric, Metal and Other Materials

Falconar Avia Inc., 7739 - 81 Ave.,
Edmonton Alberta T6C 0V4
780-465-2024 • Fax: 780-465-2029

About the POU RENEW…
The POU RENEW is the official English language newsletter featuring Henri
Mignet’s designs: Pou-du-Ciel, also known as the “Flying Flea”, and other designs
derived from it. The newsletter is a source of information for all enthusiasts who
own or love the POU, and who are building, will build, or have built a Flying Flea.
POU RENEW is published quarterly in January, April, July, and October. Subscription rates are US $16, anywhere outside the US $20. Overseas subscriptions by
cash or international money order only.
We encourage you to send letters, articles, comments, needs, etc., to: POU
RENEW, c/o The Independent-Register, PO Box 255, Brodhead, WI 53520-0255.
E-mail us at: pou@indreg.com.

Expired!

Many thanks to all of you who have sent in their subscription in support of the POU RENEW! Your mailing label shows when your subscription
expires. If you have the word expired on your label your subscription is DUE and
you risk the chance of not receiving the next issue of the newsletter. If you would
like to receive the POU RENEW Newsletter, please send your subscription dues to
POU RENEW, c/o The Independent-Register, P.O. Box 255, Brodhead, WI 535200255.
If you move, please promptly inform the POU RENEW. The USPO informs the POU
RENEW with a postage due notice which is payable by POU RENEW. Informing us
that you will be moving helps keep the subscription rates down.
Disclaimer: The newsletter is published to provide a common means of communication among builders,
owners and historians of Flea style aircraft. The newsletters are a compilation of ideas and data from various
sources. Technical material in the newsletter is for reference and education only and its use is not recommended by the POU RENEW, nor the newsletter editor, or The Independent-Register publishing company, nor by
any member of the POU RENEW. POU RENEWdoes not sanction, nor does it accept responsibility for, participation by any member, or other reader, at any fly-ins, gatherings, or events that may be mentioned herein.
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To purchase Le Sport de l’Air 1994 “the book”:
www.vldweb.fr/fr/cat9/rub56/produit315.html
Pouducièlement votre
Jerome Falc [Langon, 33]

Model building, aviation books,
videos & more
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See French
JOLLY ROGER FLEA
pictures/videos:
http://jolly.roger.
free.fr/lespoux.htm

PEANUTS & PISTACHIOS
• MODEL BUILDERS & THEIR MODELS INTERNATIONAL
• And More!

www.hrunway.com

Le POU du CIEL, the French newsletter
Superb publication directed by
Michel JACQUET, the Flying-Flea
Convention organizer
Subscriptions are available
(23 Euros for the year 2005)
Send subscriptions to:
Michel JACQUET
Amicale Prouducieliste
30 rue Boudon de St Amans
47240 BON-ENCONTRE
For more information:
Telephone: 05-53-68-06-94
E-Mail: M.Jacquet@free.FR

Grunberg’s HM-293
Ultralight, Folding Wings
More Than
130 In Flight
or Under
Construction
Construction manual and detailed drawings
with French-English translation brochure
Also agent for MIGNET
HM 360/380 plans

Paul PONTOIS
1890 Rang des Chutes - Sainte Ursule
Quebec-JOK3MO-CANADA
819-228-3159 • Fax: 819-228-4138
E-mail: pontois@atou.qc.ca

MODEL CONSTRUCTION
PLANS by Emmanuel FILLON
of FRANCE. More than 100 flying
scale model plans, including pioneer
aricraft, French civil designs, selected
British and U.S. subjects, including the popular Peanut Scale
“Arachides”. Also available are competition model plans, including
FILLON’S famous 1937 Wakefield Cup winner, two sailplanes, Monaco bimotored hydravion and many more.
Send $2.00 for complete lising and prices: Monsieur Emmanuel FILLON, 60 Rue du BOCAGE, 83700, SAINT RAPHAEL, FRANCE.

Le Sport de L’Air
(Three videos included on CD.
Original 665 page text in French,
with numerous pictures. Includes revised HM.14
plans. All HMs through HM.1000.)
$ U.S. 30 (Allow two weeks for delivery)
$ U.S. 5 postage and handling per CD
HMS
221 N LASALLE STE 3117
CHICAGO IL 60601-1553
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Tribute to
Henri Mignet
from
EAA Museum,
Oshkosh
Claude Gueniffey’s website:
www.helica.info

Thomas GOURGNIER's HM293
http://ulm.albatros.free.fr//hm293.html
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