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Gilbert Landry with GL1-1 and Ami-POU GL-2
Pont-sur-Yonne, 1977
Gilbert Landry

(Part II of a Two-Part Series)

For a few years, Gilbert abandoned aviation and
succumbed to a new passion: cinema. He built by
himself his own projectors and with one of his friends,
he invented an economical format: they transformed a
16 mm camera and split the 16 mm in two, which gave
them a panoramic format. He also built a synchronized sound tape recorder. That meant many tests and
experiments, a huge work that lasted about 12 years.
Though a talented inventor, Gilbert was still most
interested in aviation and especially in the Flying-Flea.
In 1959, he read in the aviation magazine "Les
Ailes" that one Emilien Croses was going to make a
flying demonstration with a Flying-Flea at MantesChirance Airport. Gilbert Landray and his friend
Roger Gauthier decided to go and watch. On that occasion, he met Yves Millien, a great Flying-Flea theoretician.

It was also the period of time when Mignet distributed the plans of the HM-360/380. Gilbert purchased
them and decided to build a 380 together with Roger
Gauthier.
Sometime later on, as he was getting on quite well
with him, Emilien Croses asked Gilbert to complete
the construction of a prototype he had started building,
the 2-3 seater EC-3. He did the job together with
Roger Gauthier. The prototype was called Gau &
Land, a name that evokes the names of Gauthier and
Landray and phonetically sounds in French like
"Seagull".
The Gau & Land flew from 1962 to 1976. Roger
Gauthier flew it again in the 80's but one day, he lost
control in the fog and crashed.
Gilbert Landray—Continued on Page 2
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Gilbert Landray—Continued from Page 1

While building the EC-3, Gilbert completed the
pilot licence he had started before the war and became an active member of the Pont-sur-Yonne Flying Club. Helped by his son Etienne-Claude he repaired several Jodels and other wooden aircraft. He
also gave help to many amateur builders. He flew a
superb HM-360, which had been built by Colonel
Willefer. Together with Yves Millien, he purchased
this beautiful Flea later on.
Altogether, in 15 years he built eight FlyingFlea prototypes.
You will find hereunder the description of these
models. Emilien Croses, Louis Cosandey and his
good friend Maurice Guerpont were of great help to
him. He was the first one who built and flew an
amateur built ultra light Flying-Flea. He always preferred the Mignet formula but also kept interest in
the classical aircraft. Unfortunately, no plans of the
Poux he made were ever drawn. However, he was
pleased to see that several builders built FlyingFleas inspired by his designs. He made many flying
demonstrations to people who wanted to discover
the Mignet formula.
About 3,000 hours have been flown so far on his
various models, most of them by himself or by his
son.
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This accident was bad for his spirits and his general health started to decline. He was hospitalized.
His wife's poor health and blindness necessitated
some large changes for them. After a few weeks
when he could leave the hospital, they moved to a
home for old people in Bordeaux, South-West of
France, to be closer to their son. Colette died peacefully two years after, followed by Gilbert who
passed away peacefully at more than 85 years, on
the 23rd of August 2004.
We will always remember Gilbert as one of the
great early Flying Flea pioneers who inspired us and
lifted us to the skies with our wings. He will be
greatly missed.
Paul PONTOIS

From documents and texts kindly passed on by
Etienne-Claude Landray.
[Editors Note: see page 4 for the beginning of our special
series featuring Gilbert Landry’s prototype designs.]

http://jolly.roger.free.fr/m044.htm

He became the President-Founder of the Pontsur-Yonne chapter of the R.S.A. In 1992 he received
a special award from the R.S.A.
Unfortunately, his wife lost her sight and he was
obliged to slow down his flying activities to take
care of her. Nevertheless, he kept flying and building till the age of 80.
He had to stop because, unfortunately one day,
as a result of a careless mistake, his workshop took
fire and was destroyed with the Flying-Flea he was
building.

HM 380 L de Jackson Thibault
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http://aircraftwalkaround.hobbyvista.com/pou/pou.htm
These pictures depict the specimen as displayed at Malta’s
Aviation Museum, April 2003.
The following text is from the museum's homepage:
"When Bleriot made the first epic flight across the English
Channel in 1909 few realised the tremendous significance of
that feat. Twenty six years later, another French pioneer, Henri
Mignet, crossed the Channel in his Pou du Ciel (Flying Flea) to
spread his gospel of ultra-light planes amongst the air-minded
Englishmen.
The Flying Flea was a low powered home-made aeroplane and
was an entirely new type, breaking away from established practice in many ways. The cost being especially low. The machine
is a kind of tandem biplane, the rear wing’s leading edge being
just under the trailing edge of the front wing. The front wing is
movable as a whole, its leading edge a pivot, and its upward
and downward deflections constituting the elevator for the longitudinal control of the machine. It is simplicity itself, for the
pilot has only one control, and that by hand. The movements of
the control stick right and left turn the machine, and its forward
and back movements head it upwards and downwards.
Our specimen has been built from scratch at the museum's
workshop by the Malta Historic Aircraft Preservation Group.
This is an exact replica of the original built by Henry Mignet in
the 1930s, but powered by a modern Citroen 2CV engine. It has
been successfully taxied, but not flown."

Ralph Wefel HM-360 Restoration
Julius Junge
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GL-1
Span: Front: 7.50 m
Rear: 6.70 m
Airfoil: 23012
Chord: 1.30 m
2 flaps on rear wing
for Xwind landing.

In 1962, Emilien Croses asked
Gilbert Landray to complete a
model he had started. It was a
EC-3 (beefed up Cricket).

Gilbert built it with a friend,
Raymond Gauthier. The engine
was a 65 HP Continental.
The first Landray prototype
GL-1 comes from the EC-3, but
the fuselage is totally different. First flight in 1976.
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Avionnettes: HM8 in miniature

There are two miniatures at scale 1=12.5 . I built them before Christmas as gifts for my
two Grand-sons: Samuel and Louka. Best greetings for the New Year to every one of you.
Paul Fornier

Pou du ciel de Henry Mignet
http://amcpujaut.free.fr/Pou%20du%20ciel/Pou%20du%20ciel%20de%20H.MIGNET.html

FOXPAPA, construction amateur d’avions, ULM Un POU Americain
http://www.foxpapa.com/article.php3?id_article=607
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Web Sites to Check Out!

http://users.skynet.be/fa111284/RSAB/

Rodolphe Grunberg with HM-293

®

HIPEC FLEXIBLE FINISHES
for Fabric, Metal and Other Materials
RENCH POU GUIDE SITE IS BACK UP AND
RUNNING!

F

Falconar Avia Inc., 7739-81 Ave.,
Edmonton Alberta T6C 0V4
780-465-2024 ● Fax: 780-465-2029

TTP://POU.GUIDE.FREE.FR

H

http://assoc.wanadoo.fr/aero-club/
casa/amateurs.htm
http://www.sunny-boxwing.de

About the POU RENEW . . .
The
is the official English language newsletter featuring
Henri Mignet’s designs: POU-du-Ciel, also known as the “Flying Flea”, and
other designs derived from it. The newsletter is a source of information for all
enthusiasts who own or love the POU, and who are building, will build, or have
built a Flying Flea.
is published quarterly in January, April, July, and October.
Subscription rates are US $16 anywhere outside the US $20. Overseas subscriptions by cash or international money order only.
We encourage you to send letter, articles, comments, needs, etc., to
, c/o The Independent Register, P.O. Box 255, Brodhead, WI 535200255. E-mail us at: pou@indreg.com.
POU RENEW
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Expired!
Many thanks to all of you who have sent in their subscription in support

Your mailing label shows when your subscription expires. If you have the word expired on your label your subscription is DUE and
you risk the chance of not receiving the next issue of the newsletter. If you
would like to receive the
Newsletter, please send your subscription dues to
, c/o The Independent-Register, P.O. Box 255, Brodhead, WI 53520-0255.
of the POU RENEW!

www.popularaviation.com/Flyingflea

POU RENEW

POU RENEW

If you move, please promptly inform the POU RENEW. The USPO informs
the POU RENEW with a postage due notice which is payable by POU RENEW.
Informing us that you will be moving helps keep the subscription rates down.
Disclaimer: The newsletter is published to provide a common means of communication among
builders, owners and historians of Flea style aircraft. The newsletters are a compilation of ideas and data
from various sources. Technical material in the newsletter is for reference and education only and its use
is not recommended by the POU RENEW, nor the newsletter editor, or The Independent-Register
publishing company, nor by any member of the POU RENEW. POU RENEW does not sanction, nor
does it accept responsibility for, participation by any member, or other reader, at any fly-ins, gatherings,
or events that may be mentioned herein.

E-mail: pou@indreg.com
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See French

FOR SALE I have an engine, reduction drive exhaust system and 3 blade IVO quick ground prop, also some all new
engine instructions. Very truly yours, T/SGT. James C.
Guy, U.S.A.F. (Ret.), 10065 Irwin Road, Irwin, OH 43209.

JOLLY ROGER FLEA
pictures/videos:

http://jolly.roger.
free.fr.lespoux.htm

To purchase Le Sport de l’air 1994 “the book”:

www.vldweb.fr/fr/cat9/rub56/produit315.html
Pouducielement votre
Jerome Falc [Langon, 33]
Le POU du Ciel, the French newsletter

Superb publication directed by
Michel JACQUET, the Flying-Flea
Convention organizer
Subscriptions are available
(23 euros for the year 2004)
Send subscriptions to:
Michel JACQUET
Amicale Prouducieliste
30 rue Boudon de St Amans
47240 BON-ENCONTRE
For more information:
Telephone: 05-53-68-06-94
E-Mail: M.Jacquet@free.FR

Grunberg’s HM-293
Ultralight, Folding Wings
More than
130 In Flight
or Under
Construction

Construction manual and detailed drawings
with French-English translation brochure
Also agent for MIGNET
HM 360/380 plans
Paul PONTOIS

1890 Rang des chutes– Sainte Ursule
Quebec-JOK3MO-CANADA
819-228-3159 Fax: 819-228-4138
E-mail: pontois@atou.qc.ca

MODEL CONSTRUCTION

PLANS by Emmanuel FILLON
of FRANCE. More than 100 flying
scale model plans, including pioneer
aircraft, French civil designs, selected
British and U.S. subjects, including the popular Peanut Scale
“Arachides”. Also available are competition model plans, including
FILLON’S famous 1937 Wakefield Cup winner, two sailplanes, Monaco bimotored hydravion and many more.
Send $2.00 for complete listing and prices: Monsieur Emmanuel FILLON, 60 rue du BOCAGE, 83700, SAINT RAPHAEL, FRANCE.
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See: http://www.foxpapa.com

Maquette HM-14

Fly-In Flea!

Pat Packard with his Crosley Flea

Flea at Shuttleworth Collection
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, England
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Brodhead, WI 53520-0255
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U.S. Postage
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http://jolly.roger.free.fr/Amantec1932.htm
Jerome Falc’s Vintage Fleas:
http://jolly.roger.free.fr/Vintage.htm
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/
aircollection/index.htm
http://www.pouduciel.com/

HM-14, Sinsheim, Germany

MODEL CONSTRUCTION
PLANS by Emmanuel FILLON
of FRANCE. More than 100 flying
Scale model plans, including pioneer
Aircraft, French civil designs, selected
British and U.S. subjects, including the popular Peanut Scale
“Arachides”. Also available are competition model plans, including FILLON’S famous 1937 Wakefield Cup winner, two sailplanes, Monaco bimotored hydravion and many more.
Send $2.00 for complete listing and prices: Monsieur Emmanuel FILLON, 60 rue du BOCAGE, 83700, SAINT RAPHAEL, FRANCE.

http://www.technik-museum.de/

